THREE POEMS

ROXANA CRISOLOGO

On my shoulders a backpack  pockets things never opened
silences that accumulate

Eke compulzive chopping  to forget

The thread of smoke that spirals in the gestures of two people
who can’t undexstand why 'm wandering alone at this hour

of the night and of ife

Time accumulates the Bank tzkes everything
Time illuminates me with its lantem
and I'look small and lost

What I'd ke most is to stay in a hotel
packed full of happv people

but thev only have one room left here
and the extortonizt at the desk hezitate:s to hand it over

to 2 woman who is traveling zlone without 2 huzband

The Indian woman would Like to have an Qxgytal on her tip
Soldiers don’t notice Oxental women
Onientals are harmless
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the soldiers only 2:k Onental women
how much thet’ll have to pay for thelx company

People pay to see 2 country

but here there are only stones clinging to themselves
and z white thread on the verge of breaking
ashorteat and 2 temple with a checkpont and 2 hill
above the rooftops a threat of rzin

and the braz: antennaz
with messages from the future

One day my need for the sea will leave me and I'll return
to Hebron  believe me

beneath all we've piled in our hearts

a country is also piling up

Could we pretend we're traveling to Brazil and imzagine the sez?
One day I'll leave without taking znvthing

With my hands I draw him 2 being even bigger than the Sun

I tell him this is its mouth more or less

This is how big the Sun iz in South Amenica and inside my chest
the ocean ic just like this

1 rip cut everything the cement has hardened mme

I go through the wall and I go through myself

the driver says

He asks if there’s beauty
in Brzzll
if I've ever lost my voice screzming for a goal
orif there’s no poverty beczuse there shouldn’t be anv sadness
in such 2 beautiful place
He want: to know if evervone in my city is rezdy to leave
which s the same thing as being rezdy to die
Or tO scatter
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Kites flew I brought them with me along with the dust The mosquito militia from an endless war

and 2 cough in my chest pulzes in the light of the lavish hotels
half of the birds dizappeared in Ramallah The Iight of huxury is what leaves us blind
a forgotten and lonely road the other one drums on the spectrzl replica of the windows
and zettles upon the remnants of the true fruits
Translated from the Spanish by
Kim Jensen & Ihad to choosze between Kim Il Sung
Judith Santopistro or to loze myself on Lenin Street

to pull the Great Wall of Chinz dovm from the wall
and the Christ figure who is ponting his finger at me

Ihazd to push my body a:s though it were construction matexial
looking for a place to nail itself I ordey 1@ establish z city
Ihad to fill potholes with 2 converzation zbout just how fax
we zre from the world

To ramember one of my herones

and name animaginary street after her

To explain that I did it on my own

that I changed the world because I ordered it with my words
that I don’t have enough words

to exhume shadows and ignite the lamp of revolt
that now I'm now wiiting about 2 country called ex-colony of Portugal

Iland upon the high seams of the horizon
upon the glassy waves

The difference between 2 thick slice of octopus

and tiny chicken hearts

shouldn’t spoil our appetite

And what does thiz darknes: have to do with the zea of small izlands

enclozed
FPrench colonies glowing in the Light of their hotels
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That's why no one cares that the stxeets have been given these names
although there zre plenty of birds and music is a languags

why superheroes anchored to their capes fail to take fight

when they cloze their eves

Ireject memories that don’t have windows ox stairs

in case someone suddenly bursts in

I fervently love that which iz formmg in my chest

the bare hulls

of muit-family apartment buldings like 2 stoxm that doesn't explode
Iike 2 vigorous znd beautiful body that the zun unravels

s luts do povo & & luta do povo*

People will never get used to being in the dark but

if vou get closer you will see the city you love
You will lezamn to know where vou stand
Youwill leam to get in touch with yourself
To seek the mvisible in what you touch

To find vourself again in your eyes

To feel

that the Indian Ocean j5 pjade of particles
of :mzll thing= that have begun to grow
and find their nghtful place

Translated from the Spanish by

Kim Jenzen &
Tudith Santopietro

1. fhe peopie’s strupple fs e peopks’s sirupok
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[Luban

M:miubmbeanpaamamdsnuml

st the encmyy when they savel sleas

they'ee the Ent oo bosed the plane the It o e off

shs'igemg o Mococso buycslledthinmip 3 jouency toaand hesaclf

Tame has gives ber xx hoess af har k&c = Iaben

e’y why abe i3 the proaoain of Sla =p

Shz'Erear= Listes openng it amestiwith s canopener  shelcataasdings
Shewen'tsszcalrwbatherores  yaclon o forving ssco slmost overyshing forcchormecd
Shz made up her mind thas che fzar of canfusmg ome langeans wath the other wont atop hex
a=d thae shell speak in ths Pectagosas that she | d = Rio Ceands do Sal
withoo focing puiley for not baving he nocth

Ores ag=e she Sk thae the narth was o the south of cverything sthe wasred to sy
a=d that in erder to sxplun poalogical fault and ocher diameen

3h/d kave % tem dhe map upede down

Thers w3 cnes 3 8me when her weedh wers mcormpechenitle

Iy UTHEe 5o towasd thoesmeer  the waman with a Maghreh acoent eclla ber
with 3 gentls wave of her henms-ademed band

2 mechasics] movemenr 3 3cenc thar's peobsbly repexsed

3 milkon tmsa 3 day for overy sousie who nks herwhos g
Asdocritimrous e puttingax houn of my i ineo s hands

She's sick of Spamish and she vy thiv im Engiah

I'm zick of English and ssawes with my oy

T'rz 3cem all the wars 3 boezoe o be sranged on 2 plate of St
on top oftae Sun

Yoo dont wame oo 3¢ colomial aschisenes? No

Do cxtisy =gzer 3 fecding of suifoation and giooe?® Yo

Asz yoras din g y movicz pastie’ Do youlbike shoss®
She 3x3 her 23 an remigrace and xaka if sbe’s loaking for an immgnnt ob
If under sy eroumannee ske'd e hezaclf

Shs 3223 henelf 23 overomighe  unasble 0o bemache

I zzmind her thae I'm x hooss abead

a2 achoal they aughe her thas there sy baskeoasch cosmemiza with no fatuss
At hoene dhey tmid ber thas the funurc anotwhostoann o be

She i3 2ot where ahs should be

She fooens e o compears svarything to the bausy of Sxveden sop
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and salas shoo: the sormatoa = the soup ery ssnshlr
She 2=l oo Sceges it there med to be colasial poaers and now past o3t your aoop
Shz frecsher fomlonging focapast and amashss meimeo the pesacnt

She g=t3 ceeo ths baa thinkeng of 3 323 thot Bk her cam nover agros with S

an mage enslesy bex froces hex danghier gotting rmudy 19 5ide the max dangesos wve
Thetyesarmi  ths only foesmaae n 2 Jong list of peopheaiss shatbars et to come sus
isperfest inrcooatit o the impest of maown di

A tromacsi 3 nothing mare than 2 grest doacamg wavs

Je=tapeanm her o dhe b whess we theow plasic and woedh

Sheleta go of the gty thae soma herback so it 3hs Jesves bekind
‘Drargnselesaoeeds” “Forspare™ iz theabadr ofdhr pranmda minn

In Pertozal yoo czn 3l xign with the hammer and aickis

a=d mare 3nablke without the co

Thass ase too verydiffcrentthingy  thewoomansnd  botther pecfr sa notnalk palice
cnvasation  This o what Portugal bay becoens

= touriat deysmasan

She sxwr 2 bedey thae rorminded her of the onc i Son Francneo pemted s=d

it looksd Like an invazce

Axmceaskmnofiz thewaves baely hfing theroome

there wexen't any smoggling raits o droaning peopls

the thngy that acmace da of bysexncen geitoeaand | "

Iroras 2 323 thae bad to gromr up bensath 3 hoexee 32 shares with Adnes

Shs besrd ha from a sropical gids 3he B From 3o tsopeesl Y

beexaae unkbies her be rmakss surs nover to niop 3 foct oy from the ram

She thooght = was yaae the appeanc
ASSea was Soceed 19 grorerup tnder 2 bogson tha oo ons want to thars

2. “This connirg 15w far sals” “Eaes cad”
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Thers a3 something 12d & thas view of the pi =2 thing 3h d =¢ perk

=

Likz shardy of glaa aymg to End cach other  Like 2 soudads that Socm’thave
eying o Snd chomicives ;= the seflcction of 3 windore

oz peopls seturmed to the plaxs to mlkes pistures with she ynrec of the greae
Aszachathcd mo tragedy z3cziockrandcdomn notleegage

3 nony began and ended hexe

Shekmewthatmory butdce'tinowtheim

~

ShzaskedawomanEkcber sutoffoca

o take e cnly photogeaph that sbe koops from thar eip

Jtia the third Sme ske ha bezn maked 2 i posisle 1o bve 10 asiads 4o Morowialod
ShenplPon a1lem

Tranalsted froes the Spanish by Kim Jenaen &

3. inthe state of Maranhio
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